Song Writing Inspire Workshop
Dictionary Definition of the word song

Music 

1. a. A brief composition written or adapted for singing.
b. The act or art of singing

2. a. Poetry; verse.

b. A lyric poem or ballad

Dictionary definition of the word songwriter

‘One who writes lyrics or tunes, or both, for songs. Also called song smith, songster.’ 

Standard structure of a song

· Introduction – You can use a ‘riff’ or a short chord progression here.
· Verse 1 (& sometimes verse 2) – generally 4-8 lines long. This opening verse (or verses,) lyrically should open the song and set the scene of the theme you are writing about.
· Chorus – This is the memorable or ‘catchy’ part of the song. People generally remember a song by the chorus or a catchy riff. It is generally shorter in length than the verses. 
· Verse 2 or 3 – takes the listener a bit deeper into the meaning of the song, exploring and concluding the theme. (Generally the same length, melody & chord progression as the other verses.)
· Chorus
· Bridge – This section is often shorter than the chorus and is used to provide a little bit of variation and develop the song further. This section should also have quite a catchy melody.
· Chorus – this is often repeated at the end.
· Ending – You may use your riff again here, chord progression, or just an ending chord.
Lyrics & Music

Many people ask which comes first – the lyrics or the music? This is entirely up to you and may vary from song to song.

Lyrics
You need to have a theme in order to begin writing your lyrics. i.e. love, life, world issues, God etc.

It can sometimes be helpful to brainstorm your ideas first. Write down key words and think about the message you want to get across. Song writing is similar to poetry in many ways (a lyric poem). Similarly to poetry, your words don’t all have to rhyme, but you do need to keep a sense of rhythm & structure.

Music/Chords

First of all think about the key you want to write in – major or minor. The theme can often help you decide this. If it’s a sad, melancholic theme, you will probably use a minor key and if it’s a more up-beat theme, then you may use a major key.

If you are going to sing your song, then try and choose a key that will suit your vocal range. Not too high or too low!

Chords – A simple chord progression can be very effective, especially if you have a catchy melody to go over the top.

If you are just starting out, don’t try to be too clever, or you may end up cluttering the song. 

Obviously, the more experienced you become, you can start experimenting with different chord progressions to find out what works.

Melody – It is helpful to have variation of pitch in a song. (Higher and lower notes.) If it all stays around the same pitch, then it can become a little boring to listen to. You can use the chorus to try and ‘take the song somewhere,’ often using the higher notes to ‘lift’ the song. Make sure the melody stays roughly the same for the verses, changes for the chorus and changes again for the bridge. This will help the listener to differentiate between the sections of the song.

Riff – Some songwriters use a riff to begin, end and maybe use in between sections of their song. This can be very helpful in defining a song and giving it something special that people will remember it by. e.g. ‘Walk this way’ – Aero smith

Arranging your song

This is the final element of crafting your song and can often make or break it. Many people say a good song should stand up by itself, without any instruments, other than a guitar or piano. This is a good philosophy to go by and then you can start to think about other instruments that you may add to colour your song. i.e. piano, guitar, drums, percussion, strings, backing vocals etc.
