Main theme

Our response to the Cross of Jesus

Setting the scene: 

Read 

Mark 15 v 16 to 39

Listen

Song from Inspire CD

All
(Verse)

Hearts gripped by the Gospel mystery

Strong love born in eternity

God came to save the lost

Ransom paid by the blood of His cross

Redeemed to a life of worship

Sold out for the God who's worth it

Found freedom in full surrender

True life that lasts forever

(Chorus)

Right now we give to You

The passion and praise Your mighty name is due

You gave it all for us, Jesus

Unashamed, living true

Gonna shine like stars in the world for You

Jesus, You gave it all for us

Now we're giving all we've got for You!

(Bridge)

There is no greater love

Your life laid down for us

I'm taking up the cross

All for You (Jesus)
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Keywords

Surrender 

To abandon yourself entirely to God’s purpose in your life.
Worship  

To show reverence and adoration, to give God what he deserves. And so live your life in obedience to God.

Integrity 

Being whole and undivided. Having the same character in every environment. For example, being the same person in school, university, work and church.  

Truth 

Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ Everything that He said is the truth. John 14 v 6.

Salvation
Being saved from the eternal consequence of our sin and made righteous in the presence of God through faith in Jesus.

Key verses

John 15 v 13: Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

Philippians 2 v 14 and 15: Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe

Discussion questions
The verse
1. The well known song ‘Mighty to Save’ has the description of God as the ‘Author of Salvation’. Can you find a Scripture that explains why we as humans have a need for Salvation.  

2. Can you find a scripture that explains what needs to happen from our side to receive this amazing gift of God.

3. Why do you think that the songwriter uses the phrase ‘Gospel mystery’ in the first line of the song?

4. If the first four lines of the verse talk’s about the Cross and our Salvation, what is the songwriters response to the act of the Cross in the second half of the verse.
5. How do we surrender to God’s will in our everyday lives.

The chorus

1. What kind of action does the first line of the chorus talk about?

2. Do you find it difficult to live an unashamed Christian life in School or work. What are some practical things that you can do to help you live a life of integrity (definition above).

3. Read Philippians 2 v 14 and 15. What other verses talk about us being Christians in the world but being different to make a difference?

Speak (for youth leader)
The bridge

The key message of this song is defined by the bridge section. Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. John 15 v13.

Focus points 
1. We understand what true love is because God demonstrates it for us. 1 John v 19 says ‘We love because he first loved us.’ And Romans 5 v 8 says God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. This love is unconditional and means giving everything.

2. Taking up our Cross suggests that we need to die for ourselves and live for Christ. The apostle Paul said it like this: ‘To live is Christ to die is gain.’ This should be our response to God’s love for us.

3. There have been many Martyrs of the faith, those who have laid down their lives for the sake of the gospel. An example was St Valentine, who was executed for his faith and specifically standing up for Christian Marriage and Christian Worship.

Other suggested resources

I’m not ashamed of the gospel, Live and in the can, Delirious.

Jesus Freaks. Stories of those who stood for Jesus.

